9. REPAIR

Repair clothes is vital to reduce the huge volumes of waste around the
world. The biggest second-hand markets in the world in Kantamanto, is
also developing repair and repurpose, as they receive such a lot of clothing
that is unwearable.

It’s why there is now Government Legislation called the Extended Producer
Responsibility in Europe, which clothing brands have to provide a take back
repair scheme. Many countries are examining how to enforce these
changes, including Australia with the world’s first National Clothing
Product Stewardship Scheme.

There are Repair businesses growing around the world to support brands
when a customer returns a garment for repair. The Netherlands are leading
the way, developing the skills and providing support to brands, and growing
their businesses to new countries who need it.

It is creating challenges due to a mending skills gap. Also, over the last 30
years of access to very cheap clothing, consumer behaviour does not
usually think to repair something or know how to. Generally, the ownership
of cheap clothing does not make consumers value their clothing. It makes
for an easy decision to throw away and replace cheap clothing, even if a
button falls off. Gen Z and many Millennials missed out on school
curriculum sewing classes, as it was stopped. If there was no learning from
home, they have missed the opportunities to learn the skills.
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