
 

5. EXTENDED PRODUCER 

RESPONSIBILITY (EPR) 

LEGISLATION 
 

 

The Extended Producer Responsibility Legislation is also called the EPR. 
This Legislation has started in 2025 in the EU. The European Union has 
created this to ensure brands are responsible for the entire life cycle of the 
clothing. That means from design stage all the way to the repair and 
recycling. They must incentivise the customers to return the clothing and 
may even offer to re-sell or opt into a rental agreement for the clothing. 

This has been enforced to reduce production, as many brands have 
excessive inventory with poor forecasting. Brands are under the 
microscope more with having to report data and information about their 
supply chains or gain certifications for certain standards. This is designed 
to improve such huge waste and use of natural resources.  

This has developed a lot of repair businesses, particularly in the 
Netherlands, which is growing to assist brands, as there is a skills shortage 
for repairing clothes. A lot of people don’t know how to repair clothes and if 
they do find an Alteration Specialist or a clothing Tailor, it can be very 
expensive.  
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