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Clothing End of Life is how we deal with a piece of clothing when it is no 
longer wearable. 

This is usually when it’s worn out, stained, unable to repair or a malfunction 
means it cannot be re-purposed in any way. 

Clothing End of Life is how a garment will be recycled. That can be 
Chemical or Mechanical recycling, with many processes involved to sort 
and deal with thousands of different fabric blends that clothes are made 
from. For example, if something is made from cotton and polyester, the  
different fibres must be separated before recycling. This has been a 
scientific exploration, which has now in development and the use of 
scanning devices to identify the fabric types. The sorting challenge is how 
to sort by colour, fabric type and the removal of items like zips.  

Due to the high volumes around the world of clothing waste, many charities 
and clothing donation recipients, struggle to deal with the job of sorting, 
therefore there has been incineration and landfill reaching never 
experienced volumes of clothes. There is a great strain to deal with the 
waste, particularly as most countries have not developed a recycle 
infrastructure to deal with waste. 

Some local government councils offer collections or waste donations and 
there are Industry services you can pay for a home collection. Some 
clothing stores collect unwanted clothing to recycle responsibly.  
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