
 

2. Fabrics & Design 
 

 

 

Fabrics and Design are the most important part of fashion design in the 
future. The shift to creating something from either natural fibres, renewable 
innovations and biodegradable products.  Natural fibres and 
biodegradability ensure that if the garment is no longer in use and ends up 
in landfill, it will break down and reduces the size of the waste. Synthetic 
fabrics do not break down and it is reported that they can last beyond 200 
years and creates a toxic mess for the environment and the communities 
where it lands. It’s a great problem now than it’s ever been, due to fashion 
being made faster, higher volumes with reduced quality. 

There is some exciting new technology evolving where synthetic fabrics can 
be infinitely recycled. That means polyester and nylon fabrics that make up 
approx 60% of clothing in the world, will not become waste, but with the 
use of enzymes can be reduced back to raw form and remade, as many 
times as needed. This is a game changer, but will brands adopt the fibre 
this process will create and will consumers buy this product?  

There is more fabric re-purposing, fabric recovery centres and the use of 
Designer deadstock (unused) fabrics being put back in the system for use. 

There are many new fabric innovations around the world from seaweed, 
agricultural waste, almond factory waste, banana plants, new types of 
leathers from fruit, regenerative farming practices creating better plant 
products and how to create better outcomes. Fabric innovations can take 
8-10 years to develop. Certifications of these fabrics will help to adopt 
these.  
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